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Introduction

The regular holding of free and transparent elections is one of
the indicators of the democratization of countries. Elections
that are neither free nor transparent have long been seen as a
source of tension and conflict in Africa.

Where do we stand in terms of the perception that Africans
have of the elections held in their countries?

In this series of macro-trends dedicated to recent electoral
processes in Africa, STRATEGIES! proposed in a first part a
synthetic view of African ambitions in terms of organizing free
and transparent elections on the one hand, and the evolution of
the perception of African citizens of the quality of elections held
in Africa on the other.

This second part will be devoted to the recent elections held in
Senegal, Kenya and Angola.
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ELECTIONS LEGISLATIVES - SENEGAL 2022
RESULTATS OFFICIELS PROVISOIRES

BENNO BOKK YEWWI + WALLU
YAKAAR ASKAN WI SENEGAL
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= A large majority of
Senegalese prefer
democracy to any
other form of
government (88%)
and reject single-
party rule (92%),
presidential
dictatorship (88%)
and military rule
(75%)

Figure 1: Indicateurs de la demande de déemocratie | Sénegal | 2021
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= While a majority of
Senegalese (53%)
think that Senegal is a

Figure 1: Niveau et fonctionnement de démocratie | Senégal | 2021
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Electoral
trends and

results in
Senegal

Senegalese trust
religious leaders (88%)
and the defence forces
(85%) much more than
their elected leaders
such as the President
of the Republic (52%)
and members of the

National Assembly
(32%).

Leaders religieux
Forces de defense du Sénegadl
Police/Gendarmerie

Chetfs traditionnels

Sous-prefet/
prefet/gouverneur

Cours et fribunaux
Président de la République
Direction Générale des Impots

Conseil municipal ou departemental

Commission Nafionale de
Recensement des Votes (CNRV)

Partis politiques de "'opposition
Partis au pouvaoir

Assemblee Nationale

Figure 4: Confiance aux institutions | Senegal | 2021

4%
33%
92%
467
407

407

I -7
I -
I 2

0% 20% 407% 60%

/6%

739%

80%

88%

857%

100%



votre réference en leadership et management

Legislative elections in Senegal, 31 July 2022

These elections
revealed a strong
determination of the

The elections were
100% financed by the
Senegalese state

High tensions due to the -
invalidation of national
lists including those of

The number of people -
who took part in the
vote was 7,036,466, of

The coalition "Unis par l'espoir”
(Presidential Camp) has kept
its absolute majority in the
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the opposition coalitions
Yewwi Askan Wi and
Benno Bokk Yaakaar

Implementation of
several dialogue
Initiatives to ease
tensions

All political parties
campaigned and
strongly encouraged
people to vote

Violent speeches were
made and denounced in
several localities

which 6,727,759 were

on Senegalese
territory and 308,707
abroad.

There were 7,013
polling places for
15,954 polling

stations, of which
1,566 were on the

national territory and
312 abroad.

The turnout was
46.67% according to
the National
Commission for the
Census of Votes.

National Assembly thanks to
the rallying of an opposition
deputy. 82 deputies in the

National Assembly against 125

in 2017

Ousmane Sonko's coalition
"Liberate the People” made a
breakthrough and quadrupled
its number of seats, becoming
the main opposition force with
56 deputies.

The coalition "Sauver le
Sénégal” of former president
Abdoulaye Wade obtained 24
seats.

10% of seats in Parliament are
held by women

budget

Despite great

tensions before and

during the process,
the elections were
held and the results
accepted.

The Senegalese
political scene and
electorate is highly
polarised.

The margin of
manoeuvre of the
ruling majority has
been reduced.

opposition forces to
defeat the power of
Macky Sall.

The governance of the
country will be strongly
affected by the heated
debates in the National
Assembly.

If President Macky Sall
were to embark on a
plan to run for a third
term at the end of his
current mandate in
2024, it could trigger
tensions and instability
in the country.
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Some key lessons from the last election in Senegal

Positive points Areas for improvement

» The principle of annual revision of the voter register and systematic revision before each + The Senegalese authorities must continue the

new election. momentum of dialogue with an inclusive
. _ . _ » approach for a broad consensus on
« Conducting a series of dialogues and mediations between political actors to ease discrepancies.
tensions.

« The dynamism and positive contribution of civil society in the electoral process,

particularly in raising awareness among the population. * Regarding people with reduced mobility (living

with a disability), existing legal provisions

» The periodic holding of elections. deserve to be accompanied by practical
arrangements allowing easy access to the
» The holding of free, transparent and peaceful elections. polling station.

* The visible participation of women.
* The Senegalese civil society must continue to
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» The effective involvement of the diaspora with almost 10% of the seats in parliament. observe each election in an organised and
professional manner, as well as to raise
 The consultation on the electoral code. awareness and mediate.

» Civil society engagement.

* 100% financing of the elections from Senegal’'s own funds.
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More than three
quarters (78%) of
Kenyans support fair,
open and honest
elections as the best

way to choose leaders.

21% believe that
methods other than
elections may be
relevant for choosing
leaders.

Figure 1: Preferred method for choosing leaders | Kenya | 2021

Choose leaders

through regular, open,
and honest elections

B Other methods

B Agree with
neither/Don’t know
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= A smaller majority

(56%) think that

elections WOI‘k WE” by Figure 2: How well do elections facilitate removal of leaders who don’t do what the
people want? | Kenya | 2021

allowing voters to

100%
remove leaders who do
not do what the people Not very well/
Want. 80% 42% Not at all well
Don't know
60% 27
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407 Very well
56%
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Less than one in four
Kenyans (23%) say the
2017 elections were
‘completely free and fair,
while a further 31%
consider it 'free and fair

with minor problems'.

More than four in ten
(42%) say the elections
was either "free and fair
with major problems” or
"'not free and fair".

Figure 4: 2017 elections: How free and fair? | Kenya | 2021
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407
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Free and fair with
18% major problems

VL Don't know

31%

Free and fair with
minor problems

B Completely free and
fair




= More than half of Kenyans say they
trust the IEBC 'a little' (23%) or 'not at
all' (31%).

Figure 5: Citizens' frust in the electoral management body (IEBC) | Kenya | 2021
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by serious violence

Ethnic conflicts have always
been exacerbated during
elections

= The previous election in 2017
was organised in two stages:
= August 2017: Election
cancelled
= (QOctober 2017: Election
resumed without the
participation of the
opposition
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= Further steps have been taken
to improve the electronic
transmission of results.
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Number of registered voters:
22,120,458

Number of voters: 14 326 641

Blank and invalid votes: 113,614

Turnout of 64.77%, an increase of

25.7% compared to the October
2017 re-run election, but a

decrease of 78% compared to the

August 2017 election.

Only four candidates stood for

election out of the original 59 who

had expressed interest to the
Kenyan Electoral Commission.

Presidential election in Kenya, 09 August 2022

William Ruto is declared the
winner of the elections with
50.49% of the votes against
48.85% for Raila Odinga, his
main rival in the elections.

4 / 7 members of the
electoral commission
contest the results,
denouncing the "opaque
nature of the process".

Raila Odinga disputes the
results.

The Supreme Court finally
confirmed William Ruto's
victory on 5 September.

Previous elections were marred =

The elections were contested.
Eleven appeals were lodged
with the Supreme Court on
suspicion of election fraud and
hacking.

During the 2007 elections, the
instrumentalisation of the
ethnic factor caused weeks of
violence in which about 1,200
people died and some 600,000
fled their homes.

In 2022, despite accusations of
fraud, similar violence was
avoided.




Opinion polls predict results, but do not guarantee turnout. In almost all
major opinion polls since May, Odinga was ahead of Ruto. Ruto's victory,
although close, reversed this trend. Although the election was close, voter
turnout in areas favourable to Ruto seems to have made the difference.

Transparency helps. The Independent Electoral and Boundary Commission
(IEBC) promptly published scanned copies of polling station and
constituency results forms on its public website. This allowed political
candidates, media, analysts and interested citizens to see the data for
themselves and, if they wished, to make their own tabulations.

Some key lessons
from the last

The credibility of the election management body is easily squandered. The
inability of commissioners to resolve their differences and to act
professionally and collectively taints the commission and diminishes public

EIECtlon |n Kenya confidence in the institution.

Confidence in the judiciary was crucial for the acceptance of the results.
Building on its role in previous elections, the Kenyan judiciary was seen by
political actors and many Kenyans as a fair and credible arbiter. This
contributes to a greater acceptance of judicial decisions.
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2022 Angolan general election
Eleicoes gerais de Angola de 2022 )

Vote Share  Seats

MPLA 50 55 60 65 70
- 51.08% 124 (57+67)

UNITA - 44.05% 90 (33+57)

(Adalberto Costa Junior)
50 55 60 65 70

PRS o
s 2w

FNLA o
(Ngola Kabangu) 1.05% 2 (0+2)

PHA 0
e 2w

ouoou.’ 00000000
00000000 00000000
00000000 220 00000000
00000000 'YYIRERI ! =
Provincial Constituencies
Inner arc: Seats in the National Assembly (90 se ats)

Outer arc: Vote share
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National
Constituency
(130 seats)

v —
Electoral trends and

results in Angola
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A majority (57%) of Angolans considered it
"fairly likely” or "very likely" that the results of
the August 2022 general elections would not be
accepted by the losing party or candidate.

Figure 1: Loser will probably not accept election results | by socio-demographic
group | Angola | 2022

Angola 57 %

Luanda I 5%
Huilo I 437

Rural 48%
Urban 62%

High lived poverty I 51 7
Moderate lived poverty I 51%
Low/MNo lived poverty I &7 7

Post-secondary e 46%
Secondary I 43%
Primary e 50%
Mo formal education I 447

46+ years 51%
36-45 years 23%
26-35 years 29%
18-25 years 28%

Women I 57
Men I 5%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

The expectation that the
losing candidate or party
would not accept the
election results was
particularly widespread
among urban residents
(62%), economically
well-off citizens (67%)
and those with a
secondary (63%) or post-
secondary (66%)
education.
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Just over half (53%) of Angolans say they think
the election will be ‘completely free and fair’
(31%) or 'free and fair with minor problems'’

(22%).

Figure 3: Will the upcoming election be free and fair? | by socio-demographic

group | Angola | 2022

Angola
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Moderate lived poverty
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26-35 yedars
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wWomen
Men

B Completely free and fair

Don't know/Refused

m Not free and fair
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T
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0% 207% 407

23% 13%
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19% ¥
22% - 13%% |
24%, R |
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21% 119 |
20% - 14°% |
16% - 145
19% - 13
23% -4
39% - R°7 |
31% LA
23% - 15%, |
23% B4
20% | 12%
25% - 11°%% |
21% 11% |

&0% 80%

Free and fair with minor problems

Free and fair with major problems

100%%

Less than half expect
"major problems”
(13%) or an election
that will not be free
and fair at all (11%).
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= Only one in five Angolans (21%) say they trust = Citizens in rural areas (27%)
the" Na’ltllonaI"EIectoraI CommISSIPn (CNE) quite a Figure 2: Trust the electoral commission somewhat/a lot | by socio-demographic also express greater
bit" or "a lot", a decrease of 6 points from 2019.  gow | Angolo | 222 confidence than those in

| urban areas (18%), as do

» Confidence levels are higher among men (25% h — citizens with primary or no
compared to 17% of women) and older e —— formal education (26%-27%)
respondents (34% of those aged 46 and over compared to those with
compared to 17%-19% of those aged 18-35). Ufg’;ﬂ g . secondary or post-secondary

el % 100
b — qualifications (17%-19%).

Moderate ived poverty IR )37

Low/No Ived poverty I 179

Figure 1: Trust in the electoral commission | Angola | 2019-2022 m Only 14% of residents in

NN /N — <IN AN = A NN

100% Poshsecondory —_ 195 Luanda province say they

Seconciory I——I 7% .
Pinory E— trust the commission.

80% 4 No formal educafion  IEGEI_— )79

60% 20 46+ years 3%
36-45 years U
26-35 years 7%
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. Women NN |7%
0% - (% 0% 4% o0% 80% 100%
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Figure 4: Electoral commission acts as a neutral body | by socio-demographic

= About half (48%) of Angolans say that the electoral commission group | Angola | 2022

performs its function in a neutral manner, while almost a third

(32%) think that it favours particular groups. Angola T, 85

= The perception of the election commission as a neutral body LU“HﬁE 469’;1%
increases with the level of education of the respondents, ranging
from only 37% of those with no formal education to 56% of those Post-secondiory EE——— 5/
with post-secondary qualifications. e S e—

Primary I 147
No formal education  IEEG—— 37

Figure 3: Does the electoral commission act as a neutral body? | Angola | 2022 46t yeqrs I 50%

J6-4a years I 46%
26-35years I 9%
[§-25 years I 45%
m Commission acts as
neutral body Men I /57,
Women I 5%

Commission favours

certain groups Rural 45%
Urban 49%
MNelther/
Don't know/ 0% 0% 40% 0% 80% 100%
Refused
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The country is experiencing
great economic and social
difficulties.

By 2021, unemployment has
risen from 24% to 30% and
inflation has reached 25%.

= Climate of strong repression of
the opposition and critical
media

= |Impossibility to count votes in
polling stations since a
constitutional revision

= National Electoral Commission
composed pro rata to
representation in Parliament.
2/3 of the posts were held by
the ruling party.

*AIN /N — > A/ — NI\
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= Eight political parties took
part in the elections

The vote proceeded
peacefully throughout the
country.

14.4 million voters were
registered to vote.

Less than half voted, i.e.
6,454,1009.

Blank and invalid votes:
182,005

Abstention; 7,945,282 or
55.18%.

General elections in Angola, 24 August 2022

Double victory for the ruling
party.

In the presidential elections,
Joao Lorenco (MPLA) won
3,209,429 votes (51.17%)
against 2,756,786 votes
(43.95%) for Adalberto Costa
Junior (UNITA)

In the legislative elections :
MPLA would have won 124/220
UNITA would have won 90/220

Three other parties won 02
seats each

UNITA lodged a challenge
which was rejected on 09
September 2022.

The MPLA narrowly retains
its majority.

Compared to the previous
election, it decreased by :
- 9.91% of the votes cast

- 26 seats in the national
assembly

UNITA does not
acknowledge that it lost the
elections.

Compared to the previous
election, it increased by :
-17.3% in terms of votes
cast

39 seats in the national
assembly

The elections have been
validated by the SADC

= President Lourenco
pledged to continue
economic, health and
social reforms

= Social and political
tensions cannot be ruled
out in the coming months
and weeks due to the
perception that the
elections were rigged.
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Some key
lessons from

the last election
in Angola

Positive points

In total, 88% of the observed polling stations
opened on time, while 12% did not open on time
for various reasons, including slow opening
procedures and late arrival of election officials.

88% of the observed polling stations were
accessible to people with disabilities.

People with disabilities, the elderly, pregnant
women and nursing mothers were considered as
priority groups.

Equal funding of political parties.

Introduction of voting by eligible Angolan
citizens in the diaspora.

The telecommunication messaging system used
to inform voters of their voting location prior to
election day, which allowed for a smooth and
efficient voting process.

Consultation between election officials and party
agents on electoral processes increased
transparency.

= The National

Areas for improvement

Electoral Commission (NEC) must
become fully 'an impartial, professional, independent,
inclusive, competent and accountable EMB, staffed by
eminent, non-partisan and competent members, as
well as efficient and professional officials’, according
to the SADC.

The NEC must publish the list of voters at least 30
days before the fixed election date.

The NEC has to establish voters' lists on the basis of
the civil identification file.

The NEC needs to improve its communication with
stakeholders, civic training and voter education to
enable voters to fully master the electoral process.

Equitable access to the media needs to be improved
legally and operationally.

Strengthen the legal and cultural elements for a better
representation of women.

Funds for party financing must be made available
within the time limits set by law.
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